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  WIGAN AND DISTRICT POOL LEAGUE RULES & REGULATIONS 2019/2020 
 
1. General 
 
1.1 The league will be known as 'The Wigan & District Pool League', and will be referred to as 'The League' in these 

house rules. 
1.2 The League shall be governed by a council, consisting of the committee together with one representative from 

each affiliated team. The committee will consist of a Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer who must be 
registered members of a league team. Any other assistant may be elected as deemed necessary. 

1.3 The committee members are;  
Chairman: Keith James  
Results Secretary: John Atherton 
Competition Secretary: Melanie Kneafcy 
Treasurer: Danny Brogan 

1.4 Each League venue will be known as a club and may apply for League status at a reformation meet meeting 
held before the start of a season. 

1.5 An Annual General Meeting (AGM) shall be held at the end of each season for consideration of House Rules, 
elect committee for the ensuing season, pass the yearly accounts, and all other matters necessary for the 
proper carrying out of the object of “The League”. 

1.6 The secretary shall notify the chairman and call an extraordinary meeting any time on receiving notice of the 
effect, in writing, from any team delegate or league official, within seven days.  

1.7 At an AGM or an EGM each team will be allowed one vote, with the Chairman having the casting vote in the 
event of a tie. 

1.8 The League shall consist of as many divisions as appropriate, containing approx. 14 teams. Promotion and 
relegation work on a two up, two down basis. Any vacancies in any division will be filled from the previous 
season’s lower division or by new clubs. 

1.9 Any club owing money at the end of the season, after deducting any monies due back to the club, will not be 
allowed to rejoin The League until all of this money is paid. 

1.10 Annual League trophies to be returned on or before the last match of the season or offending clubs will be 
billed for the cost of any replacement. 

1.11 In the event that a team is expelled from The League all points gained from that team will be removed and any 
monies paid into The League being classed as 'Other Income' on the balance sheet and distributed at the 
discretion of the committee. 

1.12 The League recognises any make or style of table that has been approved by the committee. 
1.13 All prizes will be handed out at the presentation night. Any money not claimed on the night will be forfeited 

and used in the following seasons spending budget. 
1.14 Only the top 50% of teams in each division will receive any league winnings. 
1.15 Upon registration teams will pay a one off “Bond” costing £80. Half of this will be refunded once they have 

completed their first season. Any fines etc will be deducted from this bond. Any shortfall in the bond must be 
paid before the start of the next season. Teams not fulfilling their fixtures will forfeit their bond. Any team 
wishing not to rejoin the league must collect their bond, minus fines etc, before the reformation meeting for 
the following year. 

1.16 It is the responsibility of each team to ensure their fixture list is on view at their home venue. This is to satisfy 
the criteria set by sponsorship deals within the Wigan Pool League. 

 
2. League Meetings 
 
2.1 League meetings shall be held monthly on Mondays at The Poacher, Holmes House Avenue, Wigan. The 

meetings will start at 8pm. Each team must have at least one delegate present at each meeting. 
2.2 Committee members may act as delegates for their own club. Each delegate must be a registered league 

member. Any team delegate not attending two consecutive league meetings will be contacted by the 
committee. Failure to attend the next meeting may result in the offending team being expelled from The 
League. 
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2.3 Each delegate should be present for a role call at 8pm or they will be fined an absent fee (£10) for the first 
meeting they don’t attend. For delegates missing consecutive meetings the fine will be £15 for the second 
meeting and £20 for the third meeting and any others after that. 

2.4 Teams will be allowed to phone the secretary with an apology for not attending a meeting once a season, 
after that they will be fined. 

2.5 A draw shall take place at each league meeting. Each meeting will result in prizes of £20, £10, and 2 of £5. 
(Subject to draw income). 

2.6 Any other business shall be in writing and discussed at a ‘Disputes Committee’ meeting held in on a date set 
by the committee before the next league meeting. If a decision cannot be made then an E.G.M. shall be 
called. 

2.7  A Disputes Committee shall consist of a minimum of 4 league delegates plus the Chairman or another 
nominated committee member. League delegates shall be chosen for their impartiality as and when they are 
required. 

 
3. League Matches 
 
3.1 League matches to be played home or away on Thursday nights. Any team not turning up at a venue, or with 

less than four players will be fined (Travel conditions considered). 
3.2 League matches consist of 8 frames of pool, 4 frames minimum to constitute a league match. Frames 1-3 and 

5-7 to be played by 6 different individual players. Frames 4 and 8 played to scotch pairs rules. Players may 
play individuals and pairs but can only play twice throughout the match. 

3.3 League teams will receive 3 points for a win and one point for a draw. At the end of the season teams on 
equal points will be decided by frame difference. If this is the same, prize money will be split and any 
trophies/titles will be decided by a play-off. 

3.4 For League matches at least four players from both teams must be at the venue by 8.30pm and be prepared 
to play at or before 8.45pm. If a team has not telephoned or arrived by 8.45pm then the first frame will be 
awarded to the non offending team. At each subsequent 10 minute interval the next frame will be awarded 
to the non offending team (Travel conditions considered). If a team claims the first four frames then rule 3.1 
will apply. 

3.5 If, after four or more frames of a league match have been played, a team cannot field a player for the next 
frame, then the remaining frame/s can be claimed by the non offending team. Unless both teams cannot field 
a player, in which case the score will stand at the last game played and points allocated accordingly. 

3.6 For league matches the home team supplies table costs. Teams to name players blind frame by frame. Home 
team to supply a timekeeper for each frame, Away team to supply a referee for each frame (Premier League 
matches only). Any registered league member may referee any frame. If a captain referees or is playing then 
he must appoint a vice captain to assume the captains duties for that frame. 

3.7 In both league and cup matches, the break in each frame will be decided by the players lagging, closest to the 
top cushion wins the break. 

3.8 Captains or Vice Captains must watch each frame, and be able to assist in solving any disputes which occur 
that cannot be solved by the players and referee. If a dispute cannot be resolved, the referee must abandon 
the game and report the matter in writing to the Chairman. If a disputed game is restarted it is deemed to 
have been resolved and the result will stand. 

3.9 Pictures of scorecards must be uploaded to the website by the winning team or, in the case of server failure, 
by MMS/WhatsApp to the Results Secretary (07562 862618) before 10pm on the Friday following league 
night.  

3.10 Rearranged games must where possible be played before the date of the original fixture. If this is not possible 
both teams will be given four weeks to rearrange and play the match. If the teams fail to agree on a new date 
the committee will choose a date for them. 

3.11 All League match results are to be recorded in the score booklet which should be brought to each league 
meeting. 

3.12 Failure to complete League fixtures may result in the offending team being expelled from The League. 
3.13 Captains must submit completed score booklets at the end of each season if they have any players wishing to 

claim merits or most 8 ball trophies. 
 
4. League Entry Fees 
 
4.1 The league meeting draw fee shall be £30 per team. Half of which must be paid by the November meeting, 

with the remainder being paid by the February meeting. Failure to do so may result in the offending team 
being expelled from The League. 
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4.2 Player registration fees shall be £3 per player, payable on registration. Landlord’s receive free entry into The 
League, as long as they register for their own pub team. 

4.3 The presentation fee shall be £30 per team. This gets each member of a team an individual entry ticket to the 
presentation night. The presentation fee should be paid by the March meeting. 

4.4 All individual frames shall be played under the rules as laid down by the 'World Eight Ball Pool Federation', as 
accepted by the ‘English Pool Association’, recognised by the Sports Council as the governing body for pool in 
England. 

4.5 Doubles frames will be played as ‘Scotch Doubles’ players will play alternate shots rather than alternate visits. 
Teams may only confer when it is not their visit at the table. i.e. when all the balls have come to rest the 
oncoming pair may not talk about the shot in progress until after their visit/s. Any conferring will be deemed 
to be coaching, and dealt with as in E.P.A. rules. 

4.6 Time allowed: The shot clock is only used in the Premier League. This rule will not be enforced in lower 
divisions. However, if required a captain may encourage a player to take their shot to avoid slow play. 

 
5. Player Regulations 
 
5.1 All players must register before playing. 
5.2 Player registration forms must be handed in at or before the October meeting. 
5.3 Further players may register at any meeting for the first half of the season. 
5.4 Players may transfer from one team to another for the first half of the season, cost £5/player. Any players 

who transfer after the first round of the Team KO competition will not be allowed to represent their new 
team in either the Team KO or Team Plate competitions. League wins gained before the transfer will not 
count towards the merit trophy. 

5.5 Playing an unregistered player will result in the frame in question being awarded to the opponents, and a two 
point deduction from the offending teams total points. The offending team will also be fined £20 for playing 
an unregistered player. 

5.6 Any player who is proven to have caused The League or The Game disrepute will be reported by the referee 
or delegate in the correct manner to the chairman. They will be fined £5 and be suspended for the next two 
league fixtures. A reoccurrence of this will result in a £10 fine and possible suspension for the rest of the 
season. 

 
6. Fines 
 
6.1 Non attendance of league meetings, £10 per meeting. 
6.2 Any team not turning up for a league match or with less than four players will be fined, £20. The fine being 

paid to the non offending team. 
6.3 Failing to send a scorecard on time, £5 per match. 
6.4 Lost score booklets will result in a fine (committee discretion). 
6.5 Playing an unregistered player, £20 per player. 
6.6 Any team found not to have the correct equipment for a match (team or individual competitions), £10. This 

includes balls, triangle, rest and spider. 
 
7. Competitions 
 
7.1 The merit winner is presented to the player with most proven wins in each division (League individuals only). 

In the event of a tie, all winners will receive a trophy and the prize money will be split equally. 
7.2 Team K.O. and Team Plate, played to same format as league matches. In the event of a draw each team 

should select 1 player to play in a one frame decider. This player can be any registered player but must have 
already played in the match. (Entry fee: Team K.O. £15 compulsory,  Plate (Ant Rogerson Memorial) free. 

7.3 Open individual competition (Entry fee £3). Individuals plate competition (entry fee £2) open to anyone who 
entered the main individuals but is not in the last 32. 

7.4  A Pairs competition (Scotch Doubles). (Entry fee £4). Players must play for the same team. 
7.5  Three Person Team event. (Entry fee £6). Matches to be best of 9 individual frames.  
7.6 Pinnacle life Trophy – team event @£10 per team. Pinnacle Life to match entry fees to be paid out in prize 

money. Event will be played as best of 7 individual frames.  
7.7 A trophy and cash prize will be awarded to the player achieving the most eight balls in a season.  
7.8 A trophy will be awarded to any player achieving his/her first eight ball within The League. 
7.9 An Eight Ball is available to any player, in any league match, who wins the frame legally from the break or on 

their first visit following the break. A minimum of eight balls must be potted on this visit. 
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Example: Player A breaks and pots a legal ball. If Player A wins the frame on this visit he may claim an eight 
ball. If Player A fails then Player B gets his chance to clear for an eight ball. If Player A does not pot from the 
break, and Player B fails to achieve an eight ball clearance, then, Player A has a chance of an eight ball 
clearance. A minimum of eight balls must be potted to constitute a clearance. Any visit/s after this in which a 
clearance is achieved does not qualify. 
 

8. Competitions Rules 
 

8.1 All K.O. competitions shall be played under the rules of “The League”. 
8.2 Players entering individuals/pairs/3 man team competitions must have played in the league before the 

competition starts (exceptional circumstances will be considered by the committee if necessary). 
8.3 The Team K.O. competition is compulsory for all member teams. 
8.4 The Team Plate competition is open to Team Knockout first round losers. 
8.5 If two Premier League teams play in the Team KO, the clock is compulsory as in league matches. It will also be 

used in any other Team KO matches if both captains agree to this at the start of the match. 
8.6 All competition money must be paid in before the player/team will be allowed to play. 
8.7 Home venues for early rounds of all competitions are to be decided by the first team/player out of the draw, 

where possible. Semi finals and finals will be played on Finals Day. 
8.8 Staggered start time of 7:30 and 9:00 may be used in early rounds to maximise players drawn first playing at 

their home venue.  
8.9 If a match in the individuals, pairs or 3 man team competitions is cancelled by the player due to be at home, 

when the match is rearranged the other player will then have home advantage instead. If the match was at a 
neutral venue, the player that didn’t cancel the match will then have home advantage. 

8.10 For competitions where there are just two teams at a venue the home side will supply table costs. Table costs 
to be shared at all other venues. 

8.11 Failure to meet competition closing dates, as published, will result in omission from that competition. The 
committee reserve the right to include further entries at their discretion. 

8.12 The committee will fix the date and venue for all cup competitions. Any player/team not turning up without 
prior notice will forfeit the rights to play in the competition. In this event their opponents will go through to 
the next round. If the said match is a final then the losing semi-finalists will play to decide the new finalist. 

8.13 Teams may change a named player before the draw of the prelim/first round of any competition except the 
individuals. The Competition Secretary must be informed of this change. 

8.14 Cup competitions start at 8.30pm, scratch time 8.45pm. Team K.O. and Team Plate competitions will be 
played as league matches. (Travel conditions considered). 

8.15 The winning team or individual must upload the result to the website (or message the Results Secretary in the 
event of the website being unavailable) within three days of the match. Failure to do so may result in 
expulsion from that competition. 

8.16 Failure to turn up for a match, were a referee has been supplied will result in the player/team paying the 
referees expenses. 

8.17 Trophies and cash prizes will be presented dependent upon entry money and money allocated from The 
League.  

8.18 All competitions are to be played on Wednesday and Thursday nights, up until the semi finals and finals which 
will be held on finals day after the league season has finished. 

8.19 Any players not turning up on Finals day to play in a competition that they have qualified for will forfeit all 
trophies and any prize money relating to that competition. 

 
9. Coaching 

 
9.1 In Accordance with the World Rules, this is each team and every player’s first and final warning for coaching. 

During a frame, a player is required to play without receiving any advice from other persons relating to the 
playing of the frame. Should a team member or bone-fide supporter of a player offer advice this will result in 
the player being penalised via a Standard Foul. For example, verbal advice such as ‘that’s the way’ or 
something similar when a player looks at a certain shot should not be tolerated. 

 
10.  Website  
 
10.1 The Wigan and District Pool League will have a website at www.wiganpool.co.uk  

http://www.wiganpoolleague.co.uk/
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10.2 By signing for a team that plays in the Wigan and District Pool League you agree that your name may be used 
on this website. If you don’t want your details to be shown on the website please contact the committee. 

 


